Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 100 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.026; wR factor = 0.067; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.8.
In the enantiomerically pure title compound, C 15 H 15 NO 6 , the five-membered ring displays a twist conformation with the local axis through the N atom. The acetyl groups are perpendicular to the ring [dihedral angles 80.3 (1) and 89.3 (1) ] and project to opposite sides. The packing is governed by two weak C-HÁ Á ÁO interactions, forming layers of molecules parallel to the ab plane. 
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Comment
Synthetic cyclic imides, such as succinimides, maleimides, glutarimides, phthalimides and related compounds, possess structural features that confer potential biological activity and pharmaceutical utility. All these classes of cyclic imides have received attention because of their antibacterial, antifungal, analgesic (Cechinel et al., 2003) and antitumor activities (Sami et al., 2000; Wang et al., 2000) . Some of these effects appear to be related to the size and electrophilic characteristics of substituent groups on the imide ring, which can modify its steric properties (Cechinel et al., 1995; Lima et al., 1999; López et al., 2003) . Beside these interesting biological effects, some cyclic imides, e.g., chlorophthalim (Adomat & Böger, 2000) , Naryltetrahydrophthalimide (Birchfield & Casida, 1997) and N-(4-chloro-2-fluoro-5-propargyloxy)-phenyl-3,4,5,6-tetrahydrophthalimide (Watanabe et al., 1998) are peroxidizing herbicides, a class of herbicides that inhibit protoporphyrinogen IX oxidase, a key enzyme of heme and chlorophyll biosynthesis (Böger & Wakabayashi, 1995) . In the course of our studies of cyclic imides, we have synthesized the title compound (I) and here present its structure ( Fig. 1 ).
In the title molecule (I), the five-membered ring displays a twist conformation with the local twofold axis through N1 and the midpoint of C8-C9. The toluene ring subtends an interplanar angle of 51. 
Experimental
The title compound was synthesized from 0.005 mole (1.08 g) diacetyl-L-tartaric acid anhydride (2,5-dioxotetrahydrofuran-3,4-diyldiacetate), 3-methylaniline (0.005 mole, 0.53 g) and 10 ml of glacial acetic acid. The mixture was refluxed for 1 h under nitrogen. Glacial acetic acid was removed by extracting the reaction mixture with ethyl acetate and water. The product was purified by column chromatography and recrystallized from dry ethanol [yield 68%; m.p. 379-381 K].
Refinement
Methyl H atoms were located in difference syntheses, idealized to C-H 0.98 Å and H-C-H 109.5°, and refined as rigid groups allowed to rotate but not tip. Other H atoms were placed in calculated positions and refined using a riding model with C-H 0.95 Å for aromatic H and 1.00 Å for methine CH. Hydrogen U values were fixed at 1.5 × U(eq) of the parent atom for methyl H and 1.2 × U(eq) of the parent atom for other H. The compound is enantiomerically pure and its absolute configuration (R at C8 and C9, crystallographic numbering) was confirmed by the Flack (1983) parameter. Data are 99.7% complete to 2θ 145°. Fig. 1 . The molecule of the title compound in the crystal. Ellipsoids correspond to 50% probability levels. 
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